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This worship idea was first published in the 75th anniversary pack

1980s Worship

Spread a large picnic rug or blanket on the floor on the sanctuary of your church or in a calming place where you meet for Pilots (more blankets might be needed to ensure everyone has a space).  Light lanterns to light the room and create a peaceful ambience.

When everyone is seated on the rug(s), talk about the busyness of their daily lives.

Go on to talk about any times when they have taken a ‘time out’ from the busyness to enjoy being with family and friends such as a picnic.  Ask the Pilots to share their memories of such an occasion, use the senses to encourage their thinking: What sounds do they remember? Was it warm or cold? What smells were around them? What could they see and hear?

Finish with a prayer that collects all the memories together or use the prayer printed below.

This prayer was first printed in the Pilots Worship pack: Signs dreams and Promises 2003.

Living God,
We know it is often difficult for you to communicate with us.  
Our lives are busy and cluttered. 
We fill our time with things to do
We surround ourselves with images
We speak words that have no meaning
And we listen to noise all day long

Our lives must take a different shape
We will stop for a while
We will look for your signs
We will speak your words
And we will hear your voice in the silence
Let the communication between you and me begin again.
Amen.
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