This worship idea was first published in the 75th anniversary pack

1930s Worship

Sit in a circle on the floor or around a table, depending on your groups size.

Use the lanterns made by Pilots to light the worship area turning off the room lights if possible and placing the lanterns in the centre of the circle to give an enchanting focal point.

Talk about the lighting in homes in the 1930s.  Ask everyone to look at each other’s faces, lit by lanterns.  Can they see each other well?  Then ask everyone to turn away from the lanterns and look behind them to the rest of the room.  What does the room look like?

Turn back to the lanterns.  How does the centre of the circle, lit by lanterns, make them feel?

Say a prayer and ‘All Ashore’ the Pilots (see compass page 60 if you are not familiar with the ‘All Ashore’ wording).

Here is a prayer you could use if you don’t want to write your own:

Dear God,
We sit together in the light of our lanterns
The darkness is behind us and the light is in the centre of our circle
We thank you for this light and the warmth it brings us
We thank you for the time you have shared together this evening
We thank you for the homes we are returning to now

We remember that you sent Jesus to be a light for us
We remember that his light shines in front of us as the darkness is behind us
And we ask you to keep us safe through the coming week
Until we meet together again
Amen
