PILOTS 6 DECEMBER 2025
FEAST OF ST NICHOLAS – ADVENT ‘TASKMASTER’
All Aboard
News 
Introduction to Theme – who was St Nicholas? What countries give their gifts on 6 December? (Gift giving early in Advent leaves Christmas Day to focus on Jesus.)
Activities

Based on an idea from Roots on the Web, there will be a large Pass The Parcel with a series of tasks relating to the Christmas story.  Each parcel will also contain a sweet.

1. In parcel – mini jigsaw
Gabriel the Angel brings a puzzling message to Mary. Divide the group into two teams, and hand each team an envelope, inside which is a set of phrases on separate slips from Luke 1 that tells this story. In your team, put the phrases in the correct order.  Read the passage aloud.  The winning team, the first to finish the task correctly, opens the next parcel.  
2. In parcel – small donkey
Tradition says that Mary rode on a donkey as she and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem. Play Pin the Tail on the Donkey.  The person who is closest to the correct position opens the next layer of the Task Parcel.
3. In parcel – newspaper
Mary and Joseph arrive in Bethlehem and find there is no room at the inn. Play ‘Islands’ –  similar to Musical Chairs.  Pilots have to land on increasingly smaller islands (sheets of newspaper) until only 1 person is left.  They open the next parcel.
4. In parcel – a Christmas card showing a nativity scene.
At this point, we deviate from the original as we need to create the Big Christmas Card for the church.  Refer back to no-one being willing to give a helping hand to Mary and Joseph.  We will create a Christmas Wreath by drawing round hands (on green paper) and sticking them onto a large piece of card.  
The person with the biggest hands opens the next parcel.
5. In parcel – phone 
The angels brought a message to the shepherds
Where is the message of Christmas in the hall?  Decorate the windows with Nativity decals.

In the original Roots version, 4 and 5 are combined.  Pilots create a nativity scene from scratch for display.

6. In parcel –  beanie lamb
The shepherds see the glory of the Lord and hear about a saviour being born. They need to dash to Bethlehem. Set up a race with beanbags and hoops.  The winner opens the next layer of the Task Parcel.
7. In parcel – candle
Worship – Jesus, Light of the World is born.  Read John 1:1-5 and 14.  Sing Light A Candle in the Window.
The person with a birthday nearest to Christmas opens the next Task.
8. In parcel – crown party hats
The Kings arrive with gifts.  Time to celebrate.  Snacks – small party foods
9. In parcel – Christmas gifts and cards for Pilots


All Ashore



Peace be with you!


The Lord is with you and has greatly blessed you!


Don't be afraid, Mary; 


God has been gracious to you.


You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, 


and you will name him Jesus. 


He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. 


The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David was, 


and he will be the king of the descendants of Jacob forever; 


his kingdom will never end!


The Holy Spirit will come on you, 


and God's power will rest upon you. 


For this reason the holy child will be called the Son of God. 


For there is nothing that God cannot do.
